CHAPTER XV
THE RULE OF LAW AND THE EIGHTS OF THE
SUBJECT
TRUE to the British tradition the Dominion constitu- Chapter
tions, even those of the federations and the Union,
ignore entirely the question of defining the rights to be
enjoyed by subjects. The Commonwealth constitution
limits both the Commonwealth and the States in
various spheres, but it essentially acts as a rule in the
sense of allocating the sphere of government to one or
the other, not in that of exempting the subject from
control by either, The nearest approach to recognition
of the principle of a definition of rights is the declara-
tion that the Commonwealth may not establish a re-
ligion nor interfere with the exercise of religion nor
impose a religious test for employment under the
Commonwealth. No attempt, however, was made to
extend this principle to the States, although in fact
they did not contravene any of these principles. The
federations and the Union again provide for internal
freedom of trade, and the Commonwealth forbids the
differential treatment of subjects on the score of
residence or non-residence by the States.
(1) The Irish Free State, however, insists on a full
exposition of civil rights. It grants (i.) liberty of the
person; trial by jury; and inviolability of the domicile;
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